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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entitled Felony Fights is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The DVD presents illegal fighting between ex-felons, in uncontrolled situations. The participants 
are encouraged to inflict serious harm on their opponents, and this is presented as an exhilarating 
and entertaining activity for participants, spectators, and the viewer. While the violence and cruelty 
depicted in the DVD is not to a high degree, the extent to which, and the manner in which, it is 
presented would be injurious to the public good. Acts of significant cruelty are treated in a 
flippant, amusing and laughable manner, with no serious warning notice or any other messages 
found on the DVD that the viewer should not try to emulate this illegal and dangerous activity. 

The DVD therefore has the potential to transmit to its audience not only an open contempt for, 
and flaunting of, the criminal law, but also the attitude that committing criminal activity, and 
inflicting harm on others for the purpose of entertainment and monetary gain, is an exhilarating 
and fun thing to do. The publication is also significandy degrading to those depicted, as well as ex¬ 
prison inmates in general. They are depicted as being people who have limited options, valued 
solely for their violent natures and willingness to indiscriminately fight strangers, as well as being 
presented as unintelligent. It degrades these people by presenting their predicament and 
consequent behaviour, as a source of puerile entertainment. 

A classification of "objectionable" places a limit on the right to the freedom of expression as set 
out in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, given the high extent and degree 
to which the DVD presents criminal acts, violence and degrading behaviour as a means of 
entertainment, the classification is considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed by law that can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
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